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The author is one of the most distinguished and prolific modern scholars of the Portuguese 
Middle Ages who continues his robust scholarly activity unabated. He is a retired professor of 
the Faculty of Letters in Lisbon, member of many distinguished scholarly academies‑ such as 
the Academia das Ciências de Lisboa, Classe de Letras and Academia Portuguesa da História, 
and served as editor of the highly acclaimed academic journal Evphrosyne. His contributions 
across many decades are numerous and thematically diverse; they have been, however, primarily 
focused on Latin medieval texts of the Portuguese Middle Ages. This welcome study on São 
Teotónio is one of his latest contributions in the field of Portuguese hagiography. Studies such 
as this one bring to light for modern readers the lives and contributions of men and women 
who were very well known in their day, but who because of circumstances over the centuries 
became virtually forgotten, with only local devotion here and there. 
The persistent devotion and memory of São Teotónio is remarkable notwithstanding 
that no single work written by him has survived (p. 181). All that we know about him is through 
his hagiography. This work highlights several things that are standard in hagiographies. São 
Teotónio is proposed as a model of conversion, sanctity, and as one who was always faithful in 
the Catholic faith (pp. 25, 45, 55). His exemplary life was inspirational to the common people 
and those in the upper echelons of society. For example, his travels brought him into contact 
with Afonso Henriques, considered the founder king of the nation of Portugal. 
What inspired this new edition and translation of the Life of São Teotónio was the yearlong 
celebration in 2012‑2013 commemorating 850 years since his death. He was canonized on 18 
February 1162/1163, and was the first prior of the Monastery of Santa Cruz in Coimbra and 
of the Cathedral in Viseu in 1110‑1111. He is still venerated in Coimbra and Viseu. His Feast 
day on 14 September was approved for all of Portugal in 1605 by the Holy Rites Congregation. 
The volume is divided into four major parts. The first, ‘Teotónio, prior de Viseu e de Santa 
Cruz de Coimbra: por entre memórias e saudade’ is a detailed outline of eleven sub‑sections that lays 
out deftly all that we know about his life. It covers among other topics, his family, formation, his 
entry into monasticism, eventual elevation to bishop, and textual problems in the documentary 
sources. A detailed very useful chronology of his life is provided (pp. 76‑77). The entire section 
is accompanied by copious notes that take the reader deeper into the narrative. Archival sources 
and secondary sources in Portuguese are brought to the attention of the reader who would 
otherwise find it difficult to locate them outside of Portugal. The author also availed himself of 
secondary literature external to Portugal that situates the study in a broader medieval context 
and at the same time reveals the erudition of Professor Nascimento.
The second major section is the critical edition of the Vita, “Vida de S. Teotónio por Autor 
anónimo, seu discípulo (script. a. d. 1162),” which offers a splendid new Latin critical edition with 
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the Portuguese translation on the facing page. The notes and commentary which enlighten the 
critical edition and translation is a labor of the first order. Philologists of Latin, historians, and 
hagiographers will find a great deal to discuss and explore.
Section three, “S. Teotónio: iconografia e culto” offers in what appears to be an exhaustive 
representative of 28 artistic images of S. Teotónio in Portugal. The author historically contextualizes 
the images in light of the Vita and how they in turn perpetuated his cult throughout Portugal. 
Even though the images are reproduced in black and white they are nevertheless reproduced with 
the highest quality possible in what I am sure was determined by a modest publication budget. 
Section four, entitled “Epílogo: Hagiografia e culto dos santos” serves as the conclusion 
of this study. Professor Nascimento offers an eloquent reflection on the life and impact of S. 
Teotónio and the unique qualities of hagiographical literature. These closing words have the 
flavor of an intellectually rigorous ‘homily’ that renders homage to the saint profiled in this 
fascinating study.
Scholars of the Portuguese Middle Ages, in particular hagiographers, will benefit a 
great deal from this critical edition. The Portuguese medieval epoch is one that is not given as 
much scholarly attention in comparison to the Age of Exploration and Early Modern eras. This 
volume should serve as an example that there is indeed a great deal of opportunity for scholars 
who may contemplate embarking into the Portuguese Middle Ages. In particular, Portuguese 
hagiography is a cornucopia of research waiting to be discovered. It is my desire that Professor 
Nascimento’s delightful, readable, and intellectually engaging study will point the way to inspire 
others to bring to light to a wider audience the rich legacy of Portuguese hagiography. Lastly, 
it is also the desire of this reviewer that we may be so fortunate to see more such studies from 
the erudite pen of this Portuguese scholar, ad multos annos.
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Este livro integra‑se num estudo mais vasto que é o de identificar e estudar os Livros 
das Horas quatrocentistas existentes nas bibliotecas portuguesas. É sabido que esta espécie 
de livros veio para Portugal a partir da França e da Flandres. Os que aqui são analisados têm a 
sua origem sobretudo na Flandres, sobretudo devido ao intercâmbio comercial. D. Afonso V 
importava de lá livros preciosos. Isto irá influenciar as obras do mesmo género produzidas em 
Portugal, a partir dos Descobrimentos. Este catálogo contém oito Livros de Horas analisados, 
